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FAQ  
THIS WILL BE UPDATED OVER TIME. PLEASE REFER BACK TO THE WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK TO KEEP 
YOUR COPY UP TO DATE. 
 

Where are the new premises? 
The new premises for Saplings Nursery will be at Waltham Hall Cottage (for under 3’s) 

and Chapter House (for preschool) Bambers Green Road. Both properties lie 

adjacent to each other; the garden will be linked and the front garden will be linked 

through gates for ease of access. 

Waltham Hall Cottage will be the main postal address for Saplings Nursery. There will 

be no letterbox on either property. There will be a metal post box away from the 

main building. 

Our address will be as follows: 

Saplings Nursery 

Waltham Hall Cottage 

Bambers Green Road,  

Takeley 

Hertfordshire 

CM22 6PF 

 

We will retain our telephone number 

 

Where will we park? 
Everyone, except three members of staff will park in an extended car park in the 

grounds of Waltham Hall Cottage (red bricked house for under 3’s). There is to be no 

parking on the highway or grass verge immediately outside the nursery premises. 

There will be a designated ‘IN’ and a designated ‘OUT’ for access and egress from 

the setting. There will be a cycle park area and a motorised vehicle area on the 

ground floor of the Barn. 

What is the date of opening for the new site? 
All being well, we are expecting the new premises to be open on 5 August 2019 

Will you consider earlier opening for the nursery due to the 

increased distance from train station? 
We will support those parents currently walking through the doors of nursery at 

7.30am in order to get to work on time regardless of the need to catch a train or get 

into a car and drive to work. We will open 15 minutes earlier, free of charge and the 

time will be reviewed in the light of feedback during the time that Hall Road is closed 

for bridge repairs prior to moving. 
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If the contractors overrun, will we end up with no nursery 

for a period of time? 
No, we will remain at Saplings, Henham until the contractors have completed the 

essential works and we are able to move into the refurbished premises 

Will staff be leaving? 
No, all the staff will relocate and are very excited about the move to new and larger 

premises. All staff see this as a very positive move 

An alternative route while the bridge is being repaired? 
We would encourage you to google your route. Burton End / Tye Green route will be 

accessible, you will be able to turn right onto Hall Road and proceed to the new 

premises. Broxted and Mole Hill Green are also alternative routes for anyone coming 

from Henham, Ugley, Thaxted direction. 

Do you know the local farmer? 
No, we do not, we only have the name of the local farm manager. One of the 

parents does know the landowner, a local farmer and will approach him to seek a 

new woodland for Forest School.  

Is there a risk of it not happening or things going wrong? 
No, the only thing that could have gone wrong was not being granted planning 

approval for change of use from residential to D1 (Nursery). We were granted 

approval, subject to conditions that are fully achievable, on Friday 26 April 2019 

Will the transition be in stages or a ‘big bang’? 
The move will take place over one weekend. Parents & children will attend the 

existing premises on a Friday and we will move into the new premises the following 

Monday 

Will you be buying or leasing? 
We will be leasing the premises from Manchester Airport Group, Stansted Airport Ltd 

will be our landlords. 

Is work underway now? 
No, work is due to commence end of May / 3 June 2019. We have a main contractor 

booked with secondary contractors for specialist services booked or waiting to be 

booked. Secondary contractors include UK PowerNetowrk, BT, CCTV & Door Entry, 

Electrician, Fire Safety Assessor, Carpet Fitter, Groundwork, Painter & Decorators, 

Garden & Fencing Specialist. 

Will you be holding Open House visits beforehand? 
Yes, we will be opening both houses for parents to view and visit with the children on 

at least two occasions prior to opening. 
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Will there be continuous updates regarding the progress 

of the works? 
Yes, will be updated with significant notifications throughout the rest of the term. 

Do you need help with any works? 
Currently, we have found all the contractors required for the anticipated works.  

 

If the work finishes earlier, will you move in earlier? 
Yes, if the work completes before the expected date, currently 5 August 2019, we 

will move in earlier. 

Will you need or ask for volunteers to help with the moving 

in process? 
Yes, it would be very helpful if parents are available and willing to help us in any way 

they can. We will keep everyone posted. It will help staff enormously to have the 

help from parents, even if you can only spare an hour or so. 

Will you be able to move some things over in advance of 

the planned weekend for moving? 
Yes, this might be possible for the items that are in the storage areas of the house, 

including the eve’s cupboards.  

Will the car park be larger than the existing car park? 
Yes, the car park will be larger than our current car park. We are not sure yet of any 

special arrangement between the parking for staff and parents. We will keep you 

updated with this arrangement once the car park groundworks is complete. 

Will you need to recruit new staff? 
We are seeking to recruit two apprentices. Based on our current intake of new 

babies & young children, there will be no need to recruit until April 2020. We have 

two staff going on maternity leave in the next two months. We have a member of 

staff migrating back from KidsOut to Saplings on a full time basis from September 

and an additional member of staff returning to work at Saplings.  

How are you paying for all this? 
As soon as Linda was aware of the need to relocate back in February 2018, she 

amended the fee increases affecting this current financial year, to raise some of the 

anticipated funds required. In addition, we were able to secure funding from the 

Bank Manager to support the relocation. We are also seeking financial support from 

Essex County Council to assist with some Capital Funding for a specific high cost 

item that has recently come to light. We are in contact with a local County 

Councillor and cabinet member at ECC. 

Will you still offer 30 hour funding? 
Yes, we will continue to offer 30 hours funding to eligible parents, who meet our 

criteria for the offer. Parents whose children will be eligible to receive funding next 
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year (Sep – Aug) are reminded to attend the meeting planned for 30 May 2019 at 

Elsenham Memorial Hall between 7pm and 9pm. 

Will Forest School and Swimming still continue? 
Yes, we will continue with Swimming for preschool children on a Wednesday. We will 

continue with Forest School and use the minibus to transport the children to and from 

our existing woodland. However, Linda is looking for a new woodland closer to our 

new premises and a parent is also seeking the help of the local farmer too 

Do you anticipate any admin hassle with HMRC and the 

Tax Free Childcare arrangements? 
No, we will need to notify HMRC of our change of address, but our banking 

arrangements and the setting will remain the same, unless Ofsted give us another 

registration number. The delay will be very insignificant as we will notify them in 

advance. 

What will be the impact on our fees going forward? Will 

you put a high increase the next time our fees are 

reviewed? 
No, there is no plan to hype fees for parents in April 2020. There is another change in 

fees for some in September 2019, this will be posted on the website and emailed to 

parents very soon. Parents will be notified in January 2020 of the new fees for April. 

Are you putting in break glass for the fire alarm? 
We will be installing smoke detectors, emergency lighting and illuminated fire exit 

signage to category L2 fire regulation standards. This more than adequately covers 

the requirements under a fire assessment report for both the nature of our business 

and the size of the building. It will include smoke detection in all rooms leading to 

the fire escape route and in the roof void, eves and certain cupboards where for 

example there is an electrical installation e.g. an RCD consumer unit. We will have 6 

60dB alarm audible rotary bells which can be heard for up to 35m installed in both 

properties, one on each floor level, including the barn. Each will be used as a means 

of alert to exit the building for fire drill purposes. In the event of a fire, the smoke 

detectors will sound and the practiced fire evacuation procedure will commence.  

How will you help the children to transition from one 

setting to another? 
The staff at Saplings are well trained in transitions for young children. They are very 

familiar and experienced at understanding each child and helping them to emerge 

through the transitions that occur in their lives whilst they are in our care. We will do 

everything we can to ensure that young children are involved where appropriate, 

they are listened to and their thoughts and ideas for the move to new premises are 

considered genuinely. We will assist children in a variety of ways, including involving 

them in planning for the move, preparing them with the use of photographs or taking 

them on a bus trip to view the environment. We will keep the staff team familiar 

wherever possible, so when the children transition, they do so with familiar adults. 
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Do you know of any plans for MAG in the future to 

expand the airport and effectively lose the use of these 

premises as a nursery? 
We are not aware of any plan by MAG to expand the airport and require us to leave. 

We have employed a solicitor to act on our behalf to secure the lease and this 

included local searches; no such plan came to light. 
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Ideas for retaining the unity and family feel that 

Saplings is known to possess 
 

1. Preschool children come over to eat their lunch in Waltham Hall Cottages, 

with 12 -16 children at a sitting.  

2. Mixed ages in the dining room when preschool children come over to eat 

their lunch 

3. Planting flowers at the new site during the time the development is taking 

place, so the children can see the benefit of their effort in planting them 

once they arrive at the new setting – perhaps in pots for the front of the 

buildings 

4. Buddy system in place with pre-schoolers being ‘buddied-up’ to one of the 

babies or toddlers. To include time to go over to play with them, talk to them, 

read or tell them a story. 

5. ‘Houses’ – a house system that exists in both houses, children are joined to 

one of the ‘house teams’ and earn points toward their team’s greater good. 

At the end of each half term, the winning house team is announced and their 

‘captain’ and ‘vice captain’ receive the award on behalf of the whole team. 

There would be a fair system for earning rewards; fully inclusive, by enabling 

all children to participate and contribute with equal opportunity. 

 

 

Please let us know if you have any other ideas 

 

 

 


